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and do perform the same." Moreover, the existence
of a surplus is contemplated. The surplusages of
the collections and forfeitures are to be expended
in setting to work the rogues and vagabonds. Now
with a well-ordered system of taxation there would of
course be no surplus.

The act of 1572, like its predecessors, imposes
charges for the conveyance of the vagabond and im-
potent poor upon the parishes or their officers without
making any special provision for it, but it also imposes
a definite rate for the relief of vagabonds in prison.
It says that In most shires the jails are in towns
" where there be a great number of poor people, more
than they are well able to sustain with their relief,
and in some shires the assizes are kept far distant
from the place where the common jails are; by
reason whereof the said prisoners are like to famish
for want of sustenance if they be not therefore pro-
vided." It therefore enacts that quarter - sessions
shall rate and tax every parish in the shire " at such
reasonable sums of money for and towards the relief
of the said prisoners as they shall think convenient
by their discretions, so that the said taxation and rate
doth not exceed above 6d. or 8d. by the week out of
every parish; and that the churchwardens of every
parish within this realm for the time being shall every
Sunday levy the same."

The next act, a portion of which we have already
had occasion to quote, is that of 1575-6 (18 Eliz.,
c. 3), " for the setting of the poor on work and for the
avoiding of idleness." The surpluses ot the collections
had apparently turned out insufficient to provide for
giving work to the unemployed, and so the new act